U.S. Department Commander (moc) 501 Magazine Street

of Transportation e\ Eighth Coast Guard District Room 1341
Hale Boggs Federal Bldg. New Orleans, LA 70130-33S6
United States k-J Phone: (504) 583-6271
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16711
8 August 1997

From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District
To: Distribution

Subj: APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER "L" TO EXISTING VESSELS

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded for your inf02§§;i6ﬁ} Please
direct questions on this matter to me at (50 5?76271.,

YA 7

W. H. DAUGHDRILL
By directioru

Encl: (1) COMDT (G-MOC-2) ltr 16711/0Sv-I dtd 24 July 1997

Dist: All Eighth District Gulf Region MSOs, MSU eand MSDs
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Offshore Marimre Service Association v/ maa |
990 N. Corporate Drive. Suite 210 R
Harahan, LA 70123 moa |
Dear Mr. Alario: Ak

This lettar is in response to your letter to Captain Mike Rosecrans o7 the Marine Sarety Center
dated November 14, 1696. regarding the applicability of 46 CFR S::cbapter L to exisiing vesseis
which had been previously certificated as offshore supply vessels (OSVs). Since this issue has
broad applicability, Captain Rosecrans forwarded your letter to this cfiice in order that we may

establish a consistent national policy.

In Octaber 1996, the Eighth Coast Guard District Commander (m) 1ssued a pelicy leter on the
recertification of oceauowaphlc research vessels rerumning to OSV senvice u nder

46 CFR Subchapter L. vice 46 CFR Subchapter L [the mterzmjz;za/ rule (TF
conveyed by Lisurznant Commander Stephen Kantz of my staff, anv existing \'es:el meiing

As verbally
C2TiGTIe =
criteria similar to that list2d in the Eighth District letter should be acceptable for recertitfication
under 45 CFR Subchapter I. To clarify this policy, an amendment ic the Marine Safety Manual
(MSM) is attached. It will be incorporated into a future revision of the MSM. It expands the
District’s policy by allowing any vessel previously inspected as an OSV under Subchapter [ to
eamiee sy AQYV camsins nrdsr tha incpe(‘r{nﬁ rgqxﬁrgmeﬁm af Quhchamrar T far tha 119 af the
vessel. Likewise, OSV's previously inspected under 46 CFR Subchapier T may also be
ecertificated under Subchapter T. This grandiatiiering provision sadli retiain dvailabiz 0 e
vessel. provided there are no alterations, or changes in route or service, which are determined to
incraase the hazards to which it might be subjected. This policy s consistent with both the
Subchapter L noiice of preposed rulemaking preamble 12xt c.du'\.bsif.f pru 1ously inspecte
vessels and prier to that. the provisions of Navigation and Vesseol Inspection Circular §-91 (NVIC
8-61). Making reference to the regulatory project which became SLQ\,ALEP[@T L,NVIC 8-91 stated

bar <These rules. once promulgated. will apply to new vessels.™

S
S

-t

This grandfathering provision does not relieve the vessel from mesung Subchapterlor T
requirements w hich would have been required had the vesse!l remained 1n OSV service. For
example. another interim rule, 46 CFR part 30 etal. [61 FR 232721 commonly referred to as
Subchapter W, implemented lifesaving equipment and aimangement requirements which apply te
ail U.S. flag OSVs




1671 1OSV-]
SUBJ: RESPONSE TO OMSA REGARDING PREVIOUSLY INSPECTED OSVs

In cases where existing grandfathered OSV's undergo alterations or upgrades to the equipment or
systems which do not constitute a major conversion. the alteration or upgraded system or
equipment will be required to comply with the pertinent regulations of 46 CFR Subchapter L.

Regarding previously inspected OSV's which change. or have changed. to freight vessel service
under Subchapter I, the Coast Guard has held the position that this change in service alone does
not equate to a change in vessel type for the purposes of @ major convers:ion determination undar
46 USC 2101(14a). Here. the texm previously inspected OSVs refers to vessels contractad for

prior to March 15; 199€, and which had been certificated under Subchapter [ However, the
converse Is not true. A certificatad vessel in freight ship service which had been contracted for

prior to March 13, 1996, and had not been previouslv certificated as an OSV, which changes te
OSV service would be subject to an 1nitial inspection under 46 CFR S chapter L Generallv, an
OSV is considered a freight ship engzaged in a unique sezment of the fraight fo‘ hire business -
support of offshore mineral and oil exploitation. However. the stability and design requirements
of an OSV certificated under Subchapter L are more siringzat and compiax in compariscn 1o
those for a freight ship certificated under Qubr‘h:mte*I Q?m”ﬂrl v, a vessal ceruticated as @ small

"1

considered changing vessel t\pé and would b# sab)eu 1o an initial 1nspeciion
Subchapter L as a new OSV. Consequently, other existng vessels which had not bezn
previously inspected for OSV service. will be required 10 omply with Subchapier L as new
OSVs

1T
~
~

a response to the siniztion with the VLT STRONG [CEL J\'DER simce this vesselhad been
! I d as an OSV under Subchapter I. recertification as an OSV under Subchapier |

! cte san
is available to the lit2 of the vessel provided the vessel was not aiterad as praviousiyv discusse

TRy et ey Fae Cobiabiacese T svmsarad on L mnihlichad ol \_.1 u\,u. Mar oleis Tarrae sla=idag
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the applicability of these rewulanons to existing vessels and gives your me *bership assuranc
rezarding the grandrathering of previouslv inspected OSVs. B

Sincerelv,

J.E. SCHRINNER
Captain. U.S. Ceast Guard
Chief. Offic2 “.“Compiiance

By directon or the Commandant

Encl: (1) Marine Safety Manual Amendment

Copv: CCGDRm). MSC. G-MSO. Manager, NVDC



Marine Safety Manual Amendment

GRANDFATHER PROVISIONS FOR OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSELS

APPLICABILITY: Coast Guard regulations establish minimum standards for vessels generallv
based upon the principal purpose of the vessel. New regulations. as well as revisions to existing
regulations, are intended to advance the safety of the vessels and or the activities particular to the
vessel's service. The inspection of OSVs, however, are unique due to the provisions of public
faw 96-378. Under 46 U.S.C. 3502(h), an OSV certificated and operating on January 1, 1979, 15
subject to an inspection standard or requirement only if the standard or requirement could have
been prescribed under authority existing under law on October 5, 1980. The Coast Guard
recognizes this statute as a grandfathering provision intended specifically for OSVs which werz
certificated under 46 CFR Subchapter I or T when Public Law 96-378 was passed. At that time.
law makers envisioned that implementing regulations specitically cesigned to address the unique
service-requirements of an OSV would be published in the near furure. In reality, the interim
guidance of NVICs &-81, change I to 8-81, and 8-91 were used for inspection purposes up to the
effective date of the 46 CFR Subchapter L interim final rule. March 1 5 1996. Therefore.

dsting OSV's which had been previously inspected. may be inspected forrecenification in
accordance with NVIC S-91 under the subchapter of their last Certificate of Inspection. 26 CFR
Subchaptar [ or T, provided it meets each of the following limitations:

(2) The vessel was contracted for before March 13, 1996:;

Sufficient evidence exists that the vessel had been previousiy certificatad as an OSV,
under 46 CFR Subchapter I, or T, in accordance with NVIC 881, 8-81 change |, or

NVIC §8-91;
A c;;' of the initiﬂl Certificate of Inspection (COI. cr a subsequent CO! indicanng the

ce of the vesse!l orits mspectlon subchapter is nesded. Thi is does Lot 11c1ude any
ess I vhich was an “existing OSV" inspected under public law 96-378 which is 20 vears
roider. Valid documentation of the vessels previous certification is crivical. It aliows
Ofker in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) to Cetermine if the vessel met the

.é CFR Subchapter I requirements of the time. This initial determination rests with
the OCMI. NVIC 8-91 will no longer be used for initial inspections of existing vessels.
wners of uninspectad vessels or those vessels whick othervise fall witkin the definiticn
a "new’ vessel for the purposes of Subchapter L must comply with 46 CFR
U ’3 chaptar L. CL""‘-'C."EI;'. as sizted 1a NVIC 8-91. existing vessels which were

[
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MCEINUIIRYY ceriiticated 1naccordance wiih the NVIC DAY reein iispect ted. or retumn 1o

semvice as an OSV, for the life of the vessel

(¢) The vessel has not undergone any change from the time of its last inspection for
cariification which would constitute a maior conversion. In order to retain
“grandrathered” provisions for certification under Subchapter [ or T in accordance with
NVIC 8-91, any alterations to the vessel must not change the cons ention (ITC) aross
tonnage of the vessel more than 375 Additonally, physica! changes notafecting tonnage

Must not constitute a major conversion. as determined by the Marine Satuny Conter



Marine Safetv Manual Amendment

GRANDFATHER PROVISIONS FOR OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSELS (continued)

This grandfathering provision does not relieve the vessel from meeung Subchapter [ or T
requirements which would have been required had the vessel remained in OSV service. For
examplz. another interim rule. 46 CFR part 30 et al. [6] FR 23272]. commonly reterrad to as
Subchapter W, implementad lifesaving equipment and arrangement requirements v.‘hicT apply 1o
all U.S. flag OS\ s. Depending upon the intervat since its last Coast Guard structura .;p; ten.
the OSVY may be required to undergo internal structural and or drvdock examinations prior to
certificaiion.

[

TONNAGE ME ASURE\IE\'T Alterations which change the co'r'antion gross tennage b
raore than 390, will require vessa! remeasurement and result in the loss of anyv tonnage
grandfathering provisions for applving SOLAS, STCW, and MARPOL. CF

es that owners report to an authorized measurement organizatien t} IT Inient 1o
alter 2 vessel or change the use of anyv space within a vessel. Referto NVIC 11-

S5

requir

changes, tor specific tonnage remeasurement and grandiathering critena.

ALTERATIONS NOT CONSTITUTING A MAJOR CONVERSION
grandfatherad OSV's underzo alterations or upgraces 1o the equipmean: or svstams which do not
constinite a major conversion. the alteration or upgraded svstem cr ezuipment will be recuirad o
compiv with the pertinent regulaticns 0f 46 CFR Subchapter L.

INTTIAL INSPECTION FOR OSV SER\ICE Regarding previous!v inspecrad OSVs which
' have fraighin v S

change. or hay chm':ed_. te fraight vessel service under Subchapier 1 (e Cosst Guard has haid
the pusiton it this change msanice ;:?oue CUes Ol 2qQuale o a change in vesici g or e
pumneses of a maicrconversien detarmunation uncar 46 UST 2101 123 Hera therorms
pré\xo@‘\ inspectad OSVs refers (o vesseis contracted for prier to March 13, 1968

had been cerinicated under Subchapter [ The converse 1s not trug however. A ceriricaied
vessel In f‘.:;g.zz snip service which had been contrzeted for p" OO f:r:‘t V3o andanld s

initial inspection under 46 CFR Subchapter L. Genemll\ an OSV 1s ;L-Asldu ia r’refgm ship
engaged in a spccn"xc segmen: of carrving freight for hire in support o7 offshore minerz: and off
explotation. However. the siab design recuirements of an OSV ceruficared under

L fompiex i CC.".’LDJU\OA 1o Lhose LoraIrarghisay

NS ziﬂ;;::i vader Subchapter I Simitlarlyv, oovessel Ler:::;;a:ed asosmzh ; issengervessoiunde
Subclapter T (not an Ob ‘—‘r T) which changes servic2 1o OSV 13 consideraed cha VeSSl
oniand would be subjectio an initial inspection
Consa1 nily. other existing vessels which had not
Vi be required to comply with Subchanier L as now




